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HISTORY OF PRESENT ILLNESS

The patient tells me that he was involved in a traumatic brain injury.  In 1966, the patient was in Vietnam.  It was during the Vietnam war, the patient was in the field.  He was suddenly got blown up by hand grenade.  The hand grenade exploded near him.  It basically blown him away.  He landed on the ground.  He had complete loss of consciousness.  As a matter of fact, he was out of consciousness for 3 to 4 days.  He was in a coma for 3 to 4 days.  He was hospitalized for six months for this.  When he woke up from the coma, the patient had severe head pain, confusion, disorientation, and ringing in the ears. The patient had head pain for many days.
Since the event, the patient had significant headache.  His headache is on daily basis.  It is band like distribution around the head.  His memory is also become very poor.  The patient is not able to recall lot of things.  He also has confusion and disorientation a lot.  He also has nightmares.
The patient is currently working as a real estate broker.  He states that his memory significant affecting how he work.  He tells me that he is not able to remember a lot of most things at work.  He is not able to remember a lot of his task duties.  The patient has decrease in concentration and focus.  The patient is not able to remember his task duties.  The patient has significant difficulty to perform his duties.  He needs to write down a lot.  He forgets his client name.
It is my opinion that the patient has sustained traumatic brain injury.  There was a grenade explosion in 1966 in Vietnam.  The patient had coma from that.  The patient was in a coma for three or four days.  Since then his memory become very poor.  The patient is not able to remember a lot of his task duties now.  It is my opinion that the grenade explosion, memory loss, followed by headaches, confusion and disorientation, these all common signs and symptoms for traumatic brain injury.
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